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General Order of Language Teaching General Order of Language Teaching -- Foreign Foreign 
Language Teaching within the Educational Language Teaching within the Educational 
SystemSystem

National Core Curriculum (NAT)

Statute
Law on National General Education 
(2011)

Law on National Higher Education



National Core Curriculum

determines the beginning of school language education and the number 
of lessons

Directions:
‐ From the 4th grade till the end of the compulsory education every           
student has to take part in the school teaching of modern languages.

‐ In the primary school every student has to learn at least one foreign 
language, in the grammar school two foreign languages.

‐ There is a free choice of languages depending on the local demands and 
possibilities.



Basic aims:
⇒ development of communicative           

language competences

at the end of the compulsory education students have to be 
able to use one foreign language adequately or two foreign 
languages not only in the education

students should develop a positive attitude to language 
learning, other people and cultures

students should be able to develop their language skills by 
themselves successfully



Language Education on the 
Different Educational Levels

1)kindergarten

no compulsory foreign language 
activities 
minority kindergartens with minority 
language

kindergartens with foreign language 
activities (more and more), early 
language learning programms



2) primary school

compulsory foreign language teaching from 
the 4th class, but it can be started from the 
1st class
the 1. language can be English or German
beginn with the 2nd foreign language 

(English, German, French) from the 7th class
There are bilingual schools, minority 

schools.
Aim: min. 1 foreign language on A2 level



3) grammar school

2 foreign languages are taught
Aims: 

1st foreign language on B1/B2 level
2nd foreign language on A2/B1-B2 level

4) vocational secondary school

Aims: 
1st foreign language on B1 level
2nd foreign language on A2 level

5) technical school

1 foreign language is taught
Aim: keeping of the obtained A2 level



6) college, university

different practice: 
a) no compulsory language course 
b) compulsory language course                
(language exam preparatory) 
c) special language course

Requirement: general language 
certificate(s) or certificate in special 
language



Attitudes of Hungarians to 
Foreign Language Learning

EUROBAROMETER 
Europeans and their languages (2012)

A) Language learning activity

B) Motivation/advantages of language learning







The Opinion of Students about Language Learning 
and the Importance of Foreign Language Skills

=>  in the job later (79%)
=>  it is not important or they don’t know it (21%)

• Language choice 

• Satisfaction with the language teaching at the school

• Motivation

=>  language certificate
=>  job abroad



Thank you for your attention!



The results of my survey The results of my survey 

191 informants
59% of the students have learnt the 
language for more than 10 years
33% have learnt it for 5-9 years

60% of them don’t have a language exam
2% have it on B1 level
34% on B2 level
4% on C1 level

⇒The results of the language learning through 
a number of years are not satisfactory

What could be the reasons?



Language ChoiceLanguage Choice

The following factors are deciding:

1.Only one language was offered/this 
language was obligatory in the school. 
(28,3%) (most typically English)

2.They chose the language because of its 
usefulness. (25%) 

3.They learned the language after choice 
of their parents. (13%)

4.They found the language sympathic. 
(8%)



Satisfaction with the language Satisfaction with the language 
teaching in the schoolteaching in the school

primary school secondary school

very satisfied/rather 
satisfied

46% 53%

moderate satisfied 25% 30%

totally 
dissatisfied/rather 
dissatisfied

16% 14%



MotivationMotivation

for a great majority of the students the 
only aim with the language learning is the 
obtaining of a language exam

for some fields (f.e. economy, trade, 
tourism) a practical aim is really 
stimulating


