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Lexical notebooks

If you want to forget something, put it in a list.

With this sentence by Earl Stevick, Michael Lewis 
emphasized the absurdity of teaching lexis in a 
decontextualized way through putting words and phrases 
in lists in the Lexical Approach (1993:118). 
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Observations
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Classroom reality?

copying vocabulary 
lists from course 

books

copying vocabulary 
lists from course 

books

… into vocabulary 
journals

… into vocabulary 
journals

laboriously 
memorizing
laboriously 
memorizing

rapidly forgettingrapidly forgetting
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VOCABULARY BOOKS
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What kind of lists?
It depends on the nature of the ”list” if a word can be 
remembered and made available for the learners’ 
communicative needs or not. 
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list
• “…a series of names or other items written or printed 

together in a meaningful grouping or sequence so as to 
constitute a record”

Traditional vocabulary 
lists often lack both, the 

connection and the 
meaningful grouping. 

Traditional vocabulary 
lists often lack both, the 

connection and the 
meaningful grouping. 

….many learners have 
been part of this 

established cycle of 
vocabulary 

acquisition: copying 
lists of words into 

vocabulary notebooks 
like this

….many learners have 
been part of this 

established cycle of 
vocabulary 

acquisition: copying 
lists of words into 

vocabulary notebooks 
like this
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I like…. 

I don’t like…. 
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… personalized journal to collect and categorize words and 
phrases catering to the learners’ readiness and immediate 
communicative needs
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Why?
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LEXISLEXIS
NOTE-
BOOK
NOTE-
BOOK
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container

phrasesphrases
wordswords

chunkschunks
polywordspolywords

semi-fixedsemi-fixedfixedfixed
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Container
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Container

mind-maps or graphic organizers

picture dictionaries to scaffold production through 
illustration

dialogue frames for more sequenced designs

meaningful lists of grammar words to ”pimp” texts 
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Find categories

Birthday
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LINK

http://www.palm-edu.eu/content/my-three-pets/
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Me: Gerald

Dad: Bobby

Mum: Sonja

Cousin: 
Linda
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palm-edu.eu/content/sport-soccer/
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That’s 
me

favourite 
season

good at

favourite 
food

schoolhobbies

best 
friend

interested 
in

Handout
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That’s 
me

favourite 
season

good at

favourite 
food

schoolhobbies

best 
friend

interested 
in

WORDSWORDS
winter

Minecraft

pizza

Viennatennis and skiing

Pat

computers
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That’s 
Sue

Her 
favourite 
season is 

She’s 
good at

Her 
favourite 

food is 

She goes 
to school 

in

Her 
hobbies 

are

Her best 
friend is

She’s 
interested 

in

SENTENCESSENTENCES
summer

riding

pasta

Vienna
riding and reading

Ben

horses
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That’s 
me

What's 
your 
....?

What 
are 

you....?

What's 
your 
....?

Where 
do 

you...?

What 
are your 

....?

Who's 
your 
....?

What 
are 

you....?
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That’s 
Sue

Her 
favourite 
season is 

She’s 
good at

Her 
favourite 

food is 

She goes 
to school 

in

Her 
hobbies 

are

Her best 
friend is

She’s 
interested 

in
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When I 
was 
7....

My 
favourite 

season was 

I was  good 
at

My  
favourite 
food was

I went to 
school in

My 
hobbies 

were

My  best 
friend was

I was  
interested 

in
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When 
I’m 25 

I think ....

my 
favourite 

season will 
(still) be... 

I’ll be good 
at

my  
favourite 
food will 

(still) be....

I’ll 
work/study  

at ....

my hobbies 
will (still) 

be ...

my  best 
friend will 

(still) be ....

I’ll be 
interested 

in ....
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Jobs around the house

39
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©Mewald
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Mindmaps start small
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number of lexical items 
vary according to 

readiness
learners illustrate items that 

seem difficult to them
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teacher can determine a core 
vocabulary

learners may add 
according to readiness
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First, then, afterwards, 
after that, after …ing, at 

last…

I often/sometimes/
rarely/hardly 
ever/never

I hate
….ing

Could you help me
with the… please?
Could you help me
with the… please?

I like ….ing

I don‘t
mind….ing

I should….I should….

wiping the
taking

recycling

making the

©Mewald
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Text type: Process description
- has a title

- begins with a statement of the goal (can be
the title)

- can list materials/ingredients needed 

- gives a series of steps (instructions) in
order

©Mewald
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How I cleaned my room 
really fast

Last weekend I wanted to go out, but mum said, “What 
does your room look like? Have you cleaned it?“

I knew immediately that I could forget about going out. I 
had to clean my room first. The problem was – I didn‘t 
feel motivated at all. So I searched the internet for good 
tips to clean rooms really fast. I found a great wikiHow
and followed the instructions. Two hours later I was 
allowed to go out at last.

©Mewald
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10 tips to clean your room really fast

Cleaning takes time, because you need to clean well. 

What you‘ll need:

- A radio, iPod or mobile to listen to
- Garbage bags
- A broom or a vacuum cleaner (Hoover)
- A dusting cloth
- Glass cleaner for glass surfaces
- Mop and dusting pan

What you‘ll need:

- A radio, iPod or mobile to listen to
- Garbage bags
- A broom or a vacuum cleaner (Hoover)
- A dusting cloth
- Glass cleaner for glass surfaces
- Mop and dusting pan

©Mewald
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If you want to know how to clean faster, follow these 
tips:

1. Put on some music to distract you. This will help 
make the time go faster. 

2. Start by throwing away garbage. Put any garbage 
that you find in your room in the bin. Just cleaning 
up garbage can make a room look much cleaner. If 
you do not have a bin, put your garbage in a garbage 
bag.

3. Put away dirty dishes. Put any dirty dishes and 
glasses in the kitchen. You could even wash them, 
which might get you some pocket money, if your 
parents are feeling generous!

©Mewald
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4. Clean up your clothes. Put clothes into two piles -
dirty and clean. Put the dirty clothes in the washing, 
hang or fold your clean clothes and place them in the 
locker. Put all your shoes away.

5. Tidy up. Check your floor for things like garbage and 
dirty clothes. Also tidy up surfaces and under the bed. 

6. Make your bed. An unmade bed will make your room 
look messy. Shake off duvets and pillows and put them 
back on neatly. 

7. Clean and dust the tops of your furniture. Get a 
dusting cloth and cleaning solution and wipe down 
greasy, dirty, or dusty surfaces.

©Mewald
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8. Hoover! Get all the corners and edges of the room, 
and don't forget to vacuum under your bed as well. 

9. Shake out small rugs and let them get fresh 
air. Vacuuming might not be enough to get rugs totally 
clean, so shaking it out and airing it can really make it 
look better and smell nicer.

10. Keep your room tidy. Keeping everything in its right 
place and putting things away when you're done with 
them will make cleaning faster in the future. 

Adapted from: http://www.wikihow.com/Clean-Your-Room-Fast

©Mewald
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7 FAN BOYS make compound sentences

for

and
nor but

or

yet

so
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Pimp your text



www.ph-noe.ac.at56

Use sentence starters and linking words, add adjectives and 
adverbs, change words and tenses to make the text sound better, 
and make paragraphs. 

You may also add some details about New York. You can make it a 
letter, an e-mail or a report for the school magazine.

I live in New York. We went there by plane. My dad looked for a 
new job. He works for an IT company. My mum gave up her job. 
She is at home. We live in an apartment on the  102nd floor . New 
York is noisy. Vienna is not so noisy. The air is bad. It is not green. 
My school is dirty. I do not understand the teachers well. The 
classmates are cool. I have no exercise books. I have a tablet. I 
miss my friends at home. I still like the new school. I go ice-skating 
in Central Park. I miss Vienna.

Pimp this text 
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Mindmaps start small



www.ph-noe.ac.at58



www.ph-noe.ac.at59



www.ph-noe.ac.at60



www.ph-noe.ac.at61

https://www.palm-edu.eu/content/the-way-to-my-school/#tab-id-9

Progressive Mind Map

https://www.palm-edu.eu/content/the-way-to-my-school/#tab-id-9
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Thank you for your
attention!
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